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Athletics: 

 

Some exciting things are happening in the athletic department for the upcoming winter seasons. 

The middle school hired a new basketball coach for 
the 7th grade. Cassopolis is proud to have 

hired Stefon Luckey as the 7th grade head coach. 
Stefon will be working with the 8th grade coach Nic 
Davis at the middle school to have another successful 
year in our sub varsity programs. 

At the high school, women’s basketball will kick off on 
Monday November 9th with Janice Gatson returning 
as the head coach. Varsity practice will be in the high 

school gym from 3:30-5:00pm. 

Men’s varsity basketball will start on November 16th with Coach Ricky Evans returning. 
A starttime will be announced soon. 

There is a varsity and junior varsity wrestling sign-up sheet outside of the guidance 
office and there will be a short meeting on November 16th to discuss the upcoming 
season. The meeting will begin promptly at 3:30pm in the wrestling room. 

Cassopolis is excited to announce that Lauren Anderson has qualified for the cross 
country state finals this year. There will be a send off from the high school on November 
7th at 11:00am to wish her the best. 

Great job Lauren. 
Go Rangers!! 
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Cassopolis Middle School  

 

The saying “time flies when you’re having fun” must be true because these first ten 
weeks of school have just flown by.  Our teachers, students and staff have really found 
their groove in this extremely crazy and challenging school year.  Everyone is doing 
their absolute best to try to keep the year as normal as possible and ensuring that our 
students are getting a wide variety of learning experiences.   
 

Our Middle School Ag Science classes have been working very hard on their 
landscaping project.  After they removed all of the old plants and bushes they needed to 
weed the area.  The students will tell you that there were a lot of weeds! After 
everything was cleaned up they were able to plant beautiful new mums along both sides 
of the sidewalk. This first phase has turned out incredibly well. 
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Halloween week the students and the staff had a little fun with daily dress up days.  We 
started with Twin Day, then had Ranger Spirit Day, Class Color Day and ended with a 
Halloween Costume Contest.   

 
 

MEC Grant 
Mrs. Andrina’s class was awarded a Strengthening Schools Grant last year for the 
purchase of Where the Mountain Meets the Moon books.  Unfortunately with the closure 
they were not able to use them until now.  Thank you MEC for continued support of our 
schools! 
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Our students are loving their new surf desks as a flexible seating option.  It allows them to work 
in different areas of the classroom while still being able to do their work. 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
Our 8th grade school improvement team has started tackling the large bulletin board at the main 
entrance.  It is still a work in progress, but it already looks so much better and is helping to 
create a very warm welcome! 
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Students with no major write ups and that had their trust card were able to participate in 
our October incentive.  They had donuts, cider and decorated small pumpkins.  We will 
continue to reward good behavior every month.   Students are continuing to earn 
punches on their reward cards and “cash” those in each week for different prizes. We 
saved the cards and at the end of the marking period we drew one “cashed in” card 
from each grade level and each of those students were able to pick a $10 gift 
card.  Two students chose McDonalds and one chose Little Caesars.   

 

 

 

Report cards went this week.  We sent them home 
with our in-person learners and mailed them home for 
our virtual learners.  Our academy learners were sent 
home a progress report, as they don’t get final grades 
until the end of the semester.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
We have the greatest support staff! Our days could not 
be possible without these amazing people prepping 
lunches and cleaning hotspot areas!  
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 Thank you for taking care of our students and staff, keeping us safe and making the 
building look fabulous! 
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Buildings/Grounds and Transportation Report by BrianSmith Facility/ Transportation 

Manager 

Safety: 

 Our teams are continuing to hold COVID protocols in the highest regard. 
Old light fixtures were replaced with new LED lights at the bus garage. These 

lights are over the bus parking area to help with security. They also help the 

drivers see during the morning pre-trip processes. 

 

 

 Replaced an old light fixture at the bus garage front door with a new LED 
light fixture and a motion sensor. This light helps to enhance safety and 
security. 

 We have all of our drinking fountain conversion kits installed at the high 
school and at the elementary school. These kits convert drinking fountains 
to bottle fill stations. 
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 We had a few near misses with people tripping over the uneven side walk 
at Sam’s by door 15, so we had A1 Concrete Leveling come in and level the 
sidewalk back to original specs. 

 
 

Buildings and Grounds Maintenance: 

 Winterization of irrigation systems was completed 10/21/2020. Here is a 
picture of the water being blown out of the system on the soccer field. 

 
 

 Maintenance work orders are being completed at a very high rate. 

 Preventive Maintenance is ongoing. We are in the process of changing 
filters on air handlers throughout the district. 

 General organization is ongoing. 
 

Transportation: 
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 We participated in Operation Safe Stop with the Michigan State Police. This 
operation was to try and catch people that run the red lights when a bus is 
stopped to pick up students. We had the morning of the 19th and the 
afternoon of the 20th covered by the officers from the Niles branch. We did 
not catch anyone during these 2 events, but helping to raise awareness 
about this for our district is invaluable. Thank you to the officers and the 
drivers that participated in this operation. 

 

 We collapsed 2 routes out of 7 due to quarantine of students and staff. We 
have since moved back to 6 full routes giving us an opportunity to cross-
train a driver on route coverage. We can also utilize this driver for sports 
trips, backup to dispatch and help with updating our turn by turn 
instructions for all bus routes. 

 We are updating assigned seating charts for buses as students continue to 
return from our virtual platforms. 

 Sporting trip vehicle usage assignments managed. 

 Scheduled bus and vehicle maintenance is ongoing 
 

 

   
Curriculum/Grants/Assessment 
 
Curriculum: 
Take stock of your child’s school participation. The 
halfway point of the school year is approaching, so it’s a 
good time to check on your child’s engagement and 
schoolwork. How many in-person or remote classes has he missed this year? How many 
assignments? If you’re not sure, contact your student’s teacher to find out. It’s not too late to get 
your child back on track for a successful year. 
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      7 Guiding Principles for Parents Teaching From Home 
 
Understanding the “why” behind teaching practices can help parents create meaningful 
and effective at-home learning opportunities during the pandemic. 

Echo Parent User Guide 
See your child’s assignments and grades in real-time using 
Echo.  
 

SAT SCORES 
SAT scores, from the October 14th School Day test, are now available in your College Board 
Account. 
----------------------------------- 
Senior Letter  
The Class of 2021 Senior Letter is now available! This letter contains information and resources 
to help your seniors maximize opportunities for State financial aid programs. This letter also 

 

https://www.edutopia.org/article/7-guiding-principles-parents-teaching-home
https://www.edutopia.org/article/7-guiding-principles-parents-teaching-home
https://www.edutopia.org/article/7-guiding-principles-parents-teaching-home
http://www.cassopolis.k12.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12205019/Image/Ross%20Beatty/ECHO%20PARENT%20USER%20GUIDE%202%20(2).pdf
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMDUuMjk5NDU3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG9jdW1lbnRzL21pc3R1ZGVudGFpZC9TZW5pb3JfUmVtaW5kZXJfTGV0dGVyXzIwMTktMjBfNjY0MTIyXzcucGRmIn0.7I0Vyerd82uC2VHFlk088LdpDADWT-QrYyd7cZ6iwhg/s/692070807/br/88029074898-l
https://www.edutopia.org/article/7-guiding-principles-parents-teaching-home
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explains steps in the financial aid process and how to access the MiSSG Student Portal. The 
Letter is also attached. 
----------------------------------- 
  
 

Jackie Robinson Foundation (JRF) 

The online application for the Jackie Robinson Foundation Scholarship is available starting on 
November 1, 2020, at jackierobinson.org. Through the JRF application, more than 4,000 
talented young minority high school students apply to become JRF Scholars and carry on the 
civic-minded legacy of the foundation's namesake, Jackie Robinson. The deadline to submit 
the application for a JRF Scholarship is February 1, 2021, 5 p.m. ET. 
 

About JRF: 
 

The JRF Scholarship program addresses the financial needs of college students and provides 
extensive, hands-on mentoring and support services. Once chosen from a national, selective 
application process, JRF Scholars receive a generous four-year grant to attend the 
undergraduate school of their choice and enroll in JRF's celebrated "42 Strategies for Success 
Curriculum." This four-year program guides JRF Scholars to effectively navigate their college 
environments, explore career options, develop leadership skills, and embrace a commitment to 
service. The program also promotes the values and character traits embodied in the heroic life 
of Jackie Robinson, encouraging JRF Scholars to positively impact the lives of others. 
 

To learn more about JRF, please visit their website at jackierobinson.org. 
------------------------ 
 

Virtual College Fair- Hosted by Lake Michigan College 
During the Virtual College Fair, you will have four sessions to meet with colleges from the 
region. Each institution will provide brief presentations during the sessions. The evening will 
conclude with a final session for student Q&A where they can navigate throughout the different 
colleges to ask specific questions that may not have been covered in their presentations. RSVP 
by selecting the event on the 16th at this link! 
 

 
Other Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar!  

November 16 BOE Meeting 6:30 PM 

November 25 -27 No School, Thanksgiving Break  
December 2   Sam Adams Picture Retakes 
December 14 BOE Meeting 6:30 PM 
December 21  Winter Break Begins 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMDUuMjk5NDU3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21pc3NnLmd1YXJhbnRvcnNvbHV0aW9ucy5jb20vU3R1ZGVudFBvcnRhbCJ9.0DlOK-XAlxMoTqtDbAxLG74VkmuMARxqo2MsikS0tr4/s/692070807/br/88029074898-l
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=2348ce68d55267c31a9900933fd0e7b4bfcd9fda7032db713f1ad59af9f1a65f57593fed372fdf59866aa2ac65c26ad508a568f23e870a50
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=2348ce68d55267c31a9900933fd0e7b4bfcd9fda7032db713f1ad59af9f1a65f57593fed372fdf59866aa2ac65c26ad508a568f23e870a50
https://lakemichigancollege.secure.force.com/events/?formid=217728#/calendar
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